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PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


ANNUAL REPORTS, 1952-53 


ANNUAL reports have been treated in a variety of ways in the past in the 
pages of New Zealand Libraries. This year it is proposed to quote extracts 
from those that have been received, with a brief summary of statistics. 
No attempt has been made to ‘review’ the reports in any sense of the term. 
The only general comment I would make is that it is pleasing to see the 
number which, particularly in their statistical sections, quote the recom- 
mended Standards put forth by the Standards Research Committee of 
the NZLA in 1951-2. 


AUCKLAND 


MEMBERSHIP of the Libraries increased by 4,952 during the year’ bringing 
the total number of ‘free’ borrowers to 29,886. It is encouraging to note 
that there are more ‘free’ borrowers registered now, eighteen months 
after the first complete revision of the borrowers’ roll, than there were at 
the end of the first two years of ‘free’ library service . . . There is, how- 
ever, no room for complacency, and can be no room, as long as there 
are those in the city to whom the library is little more than a name. 

The primary function of a public library is the provision of books, and 
the underlying principle behind the spending of public money on a library 
is that its books, owned collectively and shared equally by all members 
of the community, are provided in the most economic and democratic 
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way possible. Very few people could afford to buy even a fraction of the 
books they borrow or consult at the Public Library. Books are the life- 
blood of the Library, and there must be a continuous supply of books if 
the system is to function effectively. 

Last year 23,303 books were added to the Libraries, less than one book 
per borrower. With an expenditure on books and periodicals of only 
2s 1d per head of population, ingenuity has to be stretched to the limit 
to provide an adequate supply of new books and at the same time replace 
old standard works as they wear out. A glance around the shelves of any of 
the Libraries will show that the book stock generally is in poor condition. 
Most of this is due to fair wear and tear caused by the increasing demands 
being made on the stock .. . 

One of the most interesting aspects of the overall increase in the use 
of the Lending Services, and one which may be quite significant, is the 
increase of 19.7°% in the Pure Science issues. Various reasons could be 
advanced to account for this, all of them doubtless having some bearing 
on the final result. But the chief single reason is, I am sure, the increased 
number of books on this subject added to the libraries last year. Supply 
will usually create demand, and provided the object is a worthy one this 
creating of demand can be regarded as a legitimate function of library 
service ... 

The most popular work of fiction was unquestionably The Cruel Sea by 
Monsarrat, 66 copies of which are in stock. Judging by the difficulty of 
ever finding a copy on the shelves, these are still not sufficient to satisfy 
demand. 

It is now seven years since Auckland abandoned the subscription 
system in favour of the so-called ‘free’ library system. It is well, from time 
to time, to review the effects of a change of policy such as this, to see 
whether the reasons advanced for making the change have been substan- 


tiated, whether, in the light of experience, the change has been justified. If } 


the principles and ideals of ‘free’ library service are correct, the change- 
over should result in an increase not only in the quantity but also in the 
quality of the reading. The emphasis should be transferred from the 
recreational to the informational side of library work, and there should 
be a corresponding increase in the issue of serious literature. For 
purposes of comparison I selected, quite at random, two of the larger 
Branches, and while statistics vary considerably from library to library, 
the overall picture gained from these two is typical of the service generally. 

Comparing the issues of the Point Chevalier Branch for 1944-45, the 
last full year as a subscription library, with those of last year the following 
facts emerge: The total increase in the issues was 29 % (Daily average 55%) 
Fiction increased 25%, Philosophy and Religion 35%, Sociology 74%, 
Literature 84°, Pure Science 182%, Applied Science 189%, Fine Arts 
497%, History, Travel and Biography 6%, Juvenile 32%. 

A comparison of the issues at Tamaki for the same period produced the 
following results: the total increase was 70% (Daily average 105%). 
Fiction increased 74°, Philosophy and Religion 112%, Sociology 112%, 
Literature 225°, Pure Science 486%, Applied Science 200%, Fine Arts 
985%, History, Travel and Biography 69% and Juvenile 43 %. 

Lest a false impression be gained that the phenomenal increase in Fine 
Arts is due to an overwhelming interest in Art, as the term is commonly 
understood, it must be remembered that the Fine Arts section includes, in 
addition to books on art, books on landscape gardening, architecture, 
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interior decoration, photography, sports, etc. It is the no-less worthy 
interest in these latter subjects which is responsible for most of the increase. 

Although there are quite marked differences in the increases registered 
in the two libraries, the general pattern is the same. There is a much 
greater increase in the issues of the serious or informational type of book 
than in the recreational and it would appear reasonable to conclude that, 
in this respect at least, the claims of ‘free’ library service have been 
substantiated. 

This same trend, this interest in the informational type of book, is 
evident too in the Mobile Library. One would expect that the restricted 
nature of the service, combined with a predominance of women borrowers, 
would result in a high proportion of fiction issues. In fact the Mobile 
Library has been criticised on the score that it is simply an expensive 
means of distributing large quantities of fiction. Statistics, however, 
reveal that last year only 39.3 % of the total issues from mobile was fiction, 
the lowest proportion of fiction of any of the libraries. It reflects credit 
on the service and on the people which it serves, many of whom live in 
large state housing areas .. . 

Because of the simpler, more personal nature of work at the Branches it 
was felt that the arrangement of the non-fiction stock in strict Dewey 
classification order could be altered to the advantage of the reader. 
Readers’ tastes seem to fit fairly closely into a pattern. They are mainly 
interested in certain broad subjects, and it seemed reasonable to carry 
the display system used in all libraries to its logical conclusion and divide 
the whole of the non-fiction stock into a series of subject groupings. An 
article which appeared in a professional journal describing a similar idea 
in America brought the matter to a head and one Branch (Point Chevalier) 
was selected for the experiment. The non-fiction stock was divided into 
twelve major subject groupings, each made up of a number of related 
subjects. “The Home’ for example covers such items as Planning, Buil- 
ding, Interior Decoration, Gardening, Cooking, Managing, Entertaining 
and Sewing, and the reader has in one place books which if arranged in 
the Dewey order would be widely separated on the shelves. The reader 
interested in a particular book rather than a subject can still locate it 
from the catalogue. One or two have lamented the passing of Dewey, 
some of the old borrowers, with fixed habits, have found it a little difficult 
to adjust themselves to the change, new borrowers have been enthusiastic. 
Indications are that the experiment will be a success. One immediate 
result has been the attractive appearance of the Library . . . 

It is not sufficient merely to stock a library with books. To buy books 
without at the same time providing qualified staff to extract the maximum 
use from them is to fail in one’s responsibility to the public, and _nullifies 
to a certain extent the value of the books purchased. The emphasis on 
library work must be on aid to readers. This requires qualified staff, staff 
who know the bookstock intimately, who are themselves in many cases 
specialists in certain fields. One of Auckland’s weaknesses is the small 
proportion of qualified people on the staff, a weakness which must be 
corrected. In the meantime a rearrangment of the present staff has pro- 
vided each Department with a core of assistants who, through concen- 
trated training and specialised duties, will in time come to have a fairly 
thorough knowledge of the stock and resources of their respective depart- 
ments, It is a partial solution only, but it will help to overcome an obvious 
weakness until such time as the staffing position can be improved. 
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Statistics: 

Membership: Free borrowers 29,886 (Adult 21,232; Children 8,654) 
Rental Borrowers 4782. 

Issues: Adult Non-Fiction 510,058 


Adult Fiction 752,300 
Juvenile 313,807 
1,576,165 


(Central Library issues 331,160; Branches range from 
Remeura 174,361 to Grafton 91,824 and Mobile 81,623) 
Additions to Stock: 23,303; Withdrawals 22,470. 
Total Stock: 323,669 (Central: Reference 77,707; Lending 52,084; 
Junior 5,462; total 135,253) 
Finance: Income £66,872 (Desk receipts £7,142; Library Rate 
£56,827) (Rate at 2.375d. in £) 
Expenditure £66,701 (Salaries—Librarian staff £31,060; 
Books, periodicals and binding £14,555; Maintenance, 
incl. manual staff salaries £12,366) 


WELLINGTON 


On 30th September the first complete financial year of the Free and 
Rental Service was concluded. The following issue figures, which do not 
include the Schools Service which was not directly affected by the change, 
are of interest: 

Issues: 1950-1 1,029,170 (Subscription and Rental) 
1951-2 1,216,216 (Transitional year) 
1952-53 1,449,869 (Free and rental) 

Comparing the last complete year on the former basis, 1950-51, with 
the first complete year under the present system, 1952-53, the increase is 
over 40.8%; in other words the City’s library assets are being far more 
extensively used. 

Figures for borrowers over the same period are interesting too, although 
no precise basis of comparison is possible here. On the old basis 20,659 
cards were held, but people frequently held several cards. Sample tests 
indicated that the actual borrowers were about 13,000. On this basis the 


figures are: 
Borrowers: 1950-51 13,000 (Estimated) 
1951-52 24,903 
1952-53 35,273 


Expressed otherwise, the City’s Library asset is being used by approxim- 
ately 171% more citizens. 

Overall costs have gone up during the period, as has been the case with 
every undertaking, but it is important to note that these results have been 
achieved with the following book expenditures: 

1950-51 £13,651 (Estimated £13,461) 
1951-52 £10,846 (Estimated £15,880) 
1952-53 £13,355 (Estimated £14,098) 

The year 1951-52 was the year in which the provision made for books, 
£15,880, was adequate having regard to the then number of libraries and 
the then price of books. This, however, was the year in which industrial 
troubles on the waterfront prevented some major purchases from coming 
to charge within the financial period: an appreciable part of the 1952-53 
expenditure was thus in respect of books which should have come to 
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for 1952-53. 

The effect of doing very much more work with a decreased book intake 
is becoming apparent in an appreciable shortage of stock, and in the 
physical condition of the books, which wear out faster than they can be 
replaced. Further districts are all the time asking the Council for Library 
service. It cannot be provided for them except by restoring and increasing 
the book vote or at the expense of a dangerous acceleration of the present 
wearing thin of the book service .. . 

The Island Bay Library, opened on 3rd February 1953, has established 
itself rapidly. The issue for the first 32 hour week was 1,585 and in the last 
week of the period was 2,069. These figures compare with an average 
issue from the Mobile Library, while stationed at Island Bay, of 392 for a 
ten hour week: 64.6 per hour against 39.2 per hour, illustrating the 
limitation of the Mobile Service in larger suburbs . 

The increased use of the junior books which resulted from the change 
to free service is reflected in the issue figures. Although children are 
limited to three books at a time, the years’ issue of 315,123 books shows 
an increase of over 61 % beyond the figure of 195,339 recorded in 1950-51, 
the last year on the former basis. 


Statistics: 

Issues: Adult 1,134,746 (Central 543,339; Branches range from 
124,076 at Karori to 41,109 at Wadestown, apart from 
the Mobile Library) 

Junior 315,123 (Central 76,622; Branches range from 
51,535 at Karori to 15,840 at Wadestown) 
Total Borrowers 35,273 (19,360 Free Adult; 12,214 Free Junior. 
Accessions: 22,680 (Non-Fiction 7,308; Free Fiction 3,310; Rental 
5,247 and Junior 6,815) 
Adult Stock: 175,310; Junior Stock 60,728. 


HAMILTON 


THE year has been one of development along many lines. An outstanding 
demand for books on home-plans, decoration and furnishing of houses, 
boat building and similar subjects shows the appreciation of the supply of 
this type of book. Steady progress has been made with the re-classifying 
of our old stock, and many volumes have been discarded unfit for circu- 
lation, to make space for new editions. The classifying of our Translations 
(fiction) section has proved a worthwhile effort. Our growing catalogue is 
of valuable assistance to staff and public alike . . . National Library 
Service loan collections have proved a helpful addition to our own small 
collection of the subjects we have so far borrowed, i.e. engineering, 
philosophy, music, economics, industrial management and photography. 
. . . The number of books lent to Frankton Branch this year has grown 
considerably. Books with a limited popularity are procured by the central 
library, and this supplies the requirements of our readers in both, thus 
saving the duplication of expensive books . . . Publicity: This year has 
proved a busy time . . . I have visited many groups of women, talking 
and displaying books which are available in our Library. This has brought 
many to the Library who were interested in the Useful Arts section, as 
well as those looking for popular reading. 
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Statistics 
Accessions 4,228, and Frankton Branch 1,509. Membership: 3,532 
and 1,126. Total desk receipts, including subscriptions: £2,995 and 
£1,011. Issues 276,893 and 92,378. Expenditure (Hamilton and 
Frankton); Salaries £4,084; Books £2,982; Other £899. 


INVERCARGILL 


It is difficult to account for the decrease in the number of books issued as 
indicated in Appendix B. Doubtless the operation fora full year of a 28-day 
loan period has had its effect, but this cannot be the sole reason. In the 
past, a large part of the daily book issue was made up of books borrowed 
in the afternoon by housewives in town for shopping. It is my opinion 
that with a lower spending power, the average housewife has little incen- 
tive to come to town these days and this is reflected in the drop in the book 
issue. This theory, to my mind, is borne out in that the greatest decrease 
is shown in fiction, and it is natural to assume that the average housewife 
prefers recreational reading for relaxation. 

The decrease in the number of books issued from the Juvenile Library 
is attributed to the rapid growth of the School Library Service and the 
greatly improved libraries in the schools. In the past two or three years 
schools in the Invercargill area have been building up libraries of their 
own; these collections are more extensive and comprehensive than any 
previously known in the schools . . . It must be stressed that the service 
is basic only; even with improved facilities and stocks, it is not possible 
to provide in every school the range of reading to which every child should 
have access. The task of providing the full and complete range of reading 
is that of the Public Library. 


Statistics: 

Total stock, 31.3.53: 40,189. (Reference 2,809; Lending 23,643; 
Stack 4,313; Juvenile 4,440; N.Z. Collection 5,704) Additions to 
stock during year: 4,600. 

Issues: Adult 148,093 (Fiction 85,533) Juvenile 58,987. 

Finance: Desk Receipts £1,355, Library Rate £6,382. (3s Ild 

per capita). Salaries £4,638; Books £2,430. 


WANGANUI 


Tue lending of books and other printed material is still the main activity 
of the library, and as would be expected more attention has been given 
to this aspect of the work than to any other. Some progress has been 
made in building a comprehensive collection of the better and more 
useful books. 

The new lighting has been installed, and the vast improvement made 
has been favourably commented on by many. The stackroom has been 
completed and a beginning has been made to weed the lending bookstock 
systematically. The subject cataloguing of the non-fiction stock added 
prior to 1950 is proceeding slowly but steadily. Both measures will ultim- 
ately make the library’s resources more useful to readers. 

It is a matter of some importance to library committees to be able to 
evaluate the kind of service given by, and the kind of use made of, the 
libraries which they control. Formerly the number of books issued has 
been the yardstick, and little attempt was made to gauge the quality of 
the books borrowed, apart from dividing fiction from non-fiction, For 
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some years now, however, the Fiction Committee of the New Zealand 
Library Association has been evaluating fiction by dividing it into two 
broad classes with further subdivisions in each. The two main classes are 
first, all fiction of a good literary standard, including the classics and 
serious contemporary fiction, and, second, all other fiction the purpose of 
which is primarily entertainment. Further it is now realised that non- 
fiction is not necessarily more worthwhile than fiction, and that there is 
much non-fiction of little merit and without lasting qualities. 

While it would be quite impracticable to classify the existing stock, it 
has been possible to assess the value in this way of all the books added to 
stock during the past year, and also those rebound during the year. Thus 
data is being accumulated to compare more readily the work done in 
Wanganui with that of other libraries . . . 

It will be noticed that the figure for standard fiction is very small in 
comparison with popular fiction. It must be borne in mind in this connec- 
tion that a percentage of the popular fiction will be standard owing to the 
fact that it was not until April 1952 that fiction was so divided . . . 

During Wool Week a loan collection of books on wool, and wool 
manufacture was borrowed from the Headquarters Stock of the National 
Library Service. This collection, which remained in Wanganui for two 
months, numbered thirty-one volumes. Fourteen issues were obtained 
which was encouraging, considering that the majority of books were of a 
technical nature... 

It is gratifying to report increased use of the Reference Library both 
by the general public and students alike . . . A start has been made with 
the ‘local history file’ which is being compiled from information pub- 
lished in the newspapers . . . 

The building which was planned more than twenty years ago is taxed 
to capacity today. It was necessary to take 400 square feet of the News- 
paper Room to provide for a stackroom which will relieve the pressure on 
the shelving for a few years. 








Statistics: 
Additions to stock: Reference 138 
Circulating 2,256 
Young Peoples 647 
3,041 
Total stock: Reference 3,866 
Circulating 31,174 
Young Peoples 6,196 
41,236 . 

Issues: Adult 212,367 (47,307 Non-Fiction) 
Junior 41,276 
253,643 


Membership: Adult Subscribers 2,465 
Intermediate and Junior Borrowers 3,166 
A comparison with NZLA standards shows that volumes in stock are 
1.36 per head of population (Standard 2-2.5); Issues per head of popula- 
tion 8.34 (8-10); Accession per head .1 (.15-.175); Total expenditure 4/9 
(6/6); Borrowers, 19°% of population (35-40%). Financial statistics: Total 
expenditure £7,229 (Salaries 3,704; Books 1,825); Subscriptions and desk 
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receipts totalled £2,779, the city’s contribution was 3/2d per head of 
population, representing a rate of 1.119d in £ on Annual Value. 


TIMARU 


GREAT diversity of taste has been shown by the 12,000 readers of the past 
year. The high cost of living is causing many householders to do their 
own repairs and decorations—many more women to make their own and 
their children’s clothes, so that there has been an increased demand for 
books on such and allied interests. Bricklayer, painter, artisan, upholsterer, 
tailor, window-dresser, salesman, shop assistant, confectioner, engineer, 
signwriter, dressmaker, milliner, manufacturer, farmer and accountant 
are among the many who have been assisted from our stock of Applied 
Science supplemented by the National Library Service. The gardener 
(home and commercial) artist, home-planner, decorator, antique collector, 
yachtsman, horseman and musician from our Fine Arts section; the 
economist, philosopher, psychologist, church worker, general student, 
naturalist, photographer, stamp-collector and dramatist have all been 
among our satisfied borrowers. 

So it is that the books that are in steady demand from year to year 
form the backbone of our Non-Fiction issue. These books can be called 
popular, but not so in the usual sense of the word. They are the serious 
works of information that in most instances can be borrowed by the 
ordinary reader through no other source but a Public Library. For instance, 
one standard work on home-planning has been in 50 homes since being 
placed on the shelves .. . 

Art Rental Collection: Since its inception in November, steady intersts 
has been maintained, and to date 101 issues have been registered. Appreci- 
ation is expressed to the Area Council of Adult Education who with a 
donation of £25 made this scheme possible, and to the City Council for 
approving such an innovation . . . For the interst of borrowers a short 
biography of each artist is attached to the back of the picture and a list 
of prints, with the appropriate books is also available. The artists range 
from Old Masters, Impressionists to contemporary modern. 

New Settlers: Groups have met in the Library for instruction, and 
relations have been maintained with individual borrowers requesting 
books in their respective languages—these being obtained on interloan 
where possible. In conjunction with the teacher, lists of easy yet adult 
reading are being compiled. 

Statistics: 
Issues: Adult Library 257,516 (Non-Fiction 100,110, including 
General works (mostly magazines) 34,453); Children’s 
Library 90,270 (Non-Fiction 32,884) 





Borrowers: Adult 8078 
Intermediate 747 
Juvenile 3877 
Subscribers 186 
12,888 


Additions to Stock: 4042 (Junior 1125; Adult Fiction 1767) 

Total Stock: 47,641 (Junior 10,462; Reference 3124; Adult Lending 
34,055 (Fiction 11,992) 

Finance: Desk receipts £1149. 
Expenditure: £8537 (Salaries £4678; Books, etc., £2557) 
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PETONE 


Tue library has now completed four years of free and rental service. At the 
end of March, 1953, the borrowers numbered 3,218, nearly a quarter of the 
total population, and continue to increase at the average rate of 50 a month. 

These figures suggest that the Library has begun to make a place for 
itself in the community as a worthwhile service. The bookstock has in- 
creased to 10,000 volumes, and as the statistics show, it is well used, not 
only the popular books, but all the stock. 

The need for more space became urgent some time ago, and becomes 
more pressing with every passing month. Congestion slows down working 
routines, and makes many, such as shelving, very slow indeed, and 
irksome too. We hope very much that by next year the Library will have 
been able to expand physically as well as in other ways; indeed, it is 
essential that it should if progress is to be maintained . . . 

The arrangement for the inter-availability of borrowers’ tickets with 
Lower Hutt Public Library has been working smoothly now for over a 
year. When it was reviewed by the Local Authorities concerned at the end 
of six months, it was decided that it was a success and should continue. 
We also co-operate by borrowing books on request directly from one 
another instead of through the machinery of interloan, and as both 
libraries are on the same telephone exchange this is quick and easy. Last 
year we borrowed 51 books on request from Lower Hutt and they bor- 
rowed 39 from us, and Lower Hutt borrowers took out 196 books from 
the library here, and our borrowers took 250 books from the Lower 
Hutt library. The great advantage to both libraries of the scheme is that 
we can locate a book for a borrower if it is in the stock of either library, 
and he can then get it himself, if he wants it urgently . . . 

Until we are able to move the adult library downstairs, our plans for 
a children’s room and reading room, our two most important plans for 
the future, must remain unrealised. The figures for the intermediate issues 
for last year give an idea of what the response to a properly equipped 
Children’s Room would be. 


Statistics: 

Issues: 103,458. Apart from 16,177 Intermediate issues, this is all 
Adult, and an analysis of Free and Rental issues shows 
45,370 Free and 41,911 (48%) Rental. 

Additions to stock: 2,178. 

Total stock: 10,379. 

Finance: Desk Receipts £792 (incl. Rentals) 

Library Rate £3,124 
Expenditure £4,249 (Salaries £1,945; Books £1110) 


UPPER HUTT 


NINE months have passed since the Upper Hutt Public Library was 
Officially opened on 4th July, 1952. The following statistics show the 
public support given to this service, and testify how great and urgent the 
need was for a local library. Apart from seasonal fluctuations, the issue 
figures are creeping up, slowly but steadily. It is especially gratifying to 
see that the children are keeping up their reading, although not much 
money could be spent for junior books. The extreme enthusiasm of the 
first two months has somewhat subsided though they continue to show 
great interest, and the children’s issues form a great proportion of the 
total. 129 


Our borrowers do not tire of commenting on the attractive colour 
scheme and design of the library, and the lay-out and arrangement of the 
equipment could not have been better planned within the limitations of 
the building. However a floor space of only 580 square feet is poor for a 
fast-growing borough with a present population of about 9,300 inhabi- 
tants. . . A new library building, worthy of its content, is an urgent need, 
vital for the development of a complete service for all. Little can be done 
to enlarge the present service until the library moves to larger premises. 
The very elongated shape of the borough, with its shopping centre and 
the library at the ‘dead end’ near the Eastern borough boundary, itself is 
most unfavourable for the development of an efficient library service for 
all. A large part of the residents work in Wellington, Lower Hutt or 
Petone, and many of them hardly ever come to the business centre of 
Upper Hutt. The best way of serving the Western part of the Borough 
would be through a branch in Silverstream, with a frequently changing 
book stock, supplied by the central library . . . 

The stock must be built up to reasonable standards during the next 
years in order to give an adequate service, especially since the borough 
seems to grow with increasing rapidity. More books need more space. 
Our fundamental need therefore is: More space for more books . . . 

This report would be incomplete if it did not record our great debt to 
the National Library Service, especially its Director, Mr G. T. Alley, for 
his help and ready assistance at all times and in all matters. Little could 
have been achieved without the well-balanced, indefinite loans from the 
Country Library Service, Palmerston North and Christchurch, and without 
the excellent range of children’s books from the School Library Service . . 

The staff consists of one librarian, one full-time assistant and 26 volun- 
teers, who take the duty in turn once a fortnight for 1}—24 hours, accord- 
ing to a six-monthly roster. All of them have shown great enthusiasm 
and loyalty.* 

Statistics: 
Borrowers: 2,572 (Adults 1,497, Children 1,075) representing 27.6% 
of Population, together with 156 Subscribers. 
Issues: 69,540 (Non-fiction 12,567; Free Fiction 13,144; Rental 
Fiction 15,971; Children 27,858) 
Book stock: 7,925 (including NLS loans totalling 4,889) 
Finance: Revenue £2,737 (including Rentals and other desk receipts 
£486; Rating £1,860) 
Expenditure £2,735 (Salaries £520; Books £1,208) 


*For an account of Upper Hutt’s system of voluntary staffing, see New Zealand 
Libraries 16:77-9 My °53. 


LIBRARY SERVICE TO 
CHILDREN 


THis report on the Service to children offered by Public Libraries in New 
Zealand was prepared by last year’s Committee of the Children’s and 
Young People’s Section for discussion at the Auckland Conference in 
February. Although no immediate action was taken on the report, it is 
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printed here as a survey, if incomplete, of children’s service as it is at the 
present time in this country. 

In September 1952, proposals for the extension of Library Service to 
children, and the adoption of a standard of one book per child per year, 
were put before the Hon. R. M. Algie, Minister of Education, by the 
Council of the New Zealand Library Association. The Minister wanted to 
know what contribution might be made to this scheme by local authori- 
ties, and on his recommendation a survey of the services at present being 
given to children by the Public Libraries has been made by the Committee 
of the Children’s and Young People’s Section, NZLA. 

To have the report ready to present to Council in February, questionn- 
aires were immediately prepared, and sent out to all libraries on 19th 
December, 1952. The time of year was not a propitious one for the speedy 
return of questionnaires, and it is regretted that only 52 replies out of a 
possible total of 104 have been received. It was thought, however, that 
in spite of the incomplete returns, enough data are available to show 
clearly the patchy, and in most places low standard of municipal service 
to children throughout the country. 

The relevant information has been tabulated at the end of this report. 
Of those libraries which did not send in returns, the majority have no 
children’s service at all, and their omission therefore, makes the general 
pattern appear better than it actually is. Further returns would only 
serve to emphasise the points which emerge clearly from the information 
to hand. 


LIBRARY SERVICE WITHIN THE RATING AREA 


New Zealand is divided into some 300 rating areas—counties, boroughs 
and town boards—of which 104 offer Public Library service. Of the 52 
libraries which returned questionnaires, 15 provided no children’s service. 
Full returns would probably show that less than half the libraries in the 
country were giving any children’s service at all. It is obvious too that 
many small libraries could not even support a ‘Children’s Corner’ without 
continuous help through loan collections from the School Library Service. 

In 1951-52, 12,487 books were on loan from School Library Service to 
16 Public Libraries. In these circumstances, it is not surprising that local 
authority contributions to a school service, in addition to a public library 
service, are limited to the four main centres, with the addition of Timaru. 


SERVICE OUTSIDE RATING AREA 


In spite of vigorous library development in many parts of the country 
in the last fifteen years there has been an almost complete failure on the 
part of local authorities without libraries to establish conraetual agree- 
ments with their nearest library. At present almost the only means of 
obtaining public library service for borrowers outside the rating area, is 
by personal subscription. For secondary school pupils, whose need of 
readily accessible reference material is urgent, provision in the main has to 
be made by the School Library Service request service. A few libraries, 
however, do extend free borrowing privileges to secondary school pupils 
who live outside the rating area. Others rate them as adults and charge 
accordingly. 

As it seems unlikely that there will be a spontaneous development of 
contractual agreements among local authourites, some form of State 
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subsidy as an inducement to co-operative action would appear to be 
necessary. 


EXTENT OF SERVICE 


The total school population of New Zealand between the ages of 3 and 
15 is 300,121. The total number of children registered as library borrowers 
is 62,639. Four-fifths of New Zealand children, therefore, are wholly 
dependent on the school library for their reading needs. In libraries 
smaller than the secondary cities, the finance available is not adequate to 
provide a range of good children’s books already in print or to supplement 
this with good new titles as they are published. 


TOTAL EXPENDITURE m 


In 1951-52 £11,861 was spent by local authorities on children’s service 
(for books, periodicals, binding). In comparison with the Goverment 
grant of £42,000 it is obvious that the most effective effort is being made 
by the State, and that local authorities are failing to exploit what could be 
an important avenue for local educational development. In terms of 
effective use of money. local body expenditure is fragmented to an extent 
which makes it ineffectual. 


It should be stressed that this summary, in view of the limited time 
available for its compilation, should be regarded as an interim report 
only, serving as a basis for further investigation and action. A fully worked 
out plan of co-operative effort among local authorities plus State support 
is, we feel, outside the scope of this Committee. The plan put forward by 
the Otago Branch might provide a starting point for further thought. 
The Otago Branch recommends an extension of the service on the basis 
of one book per child per year. It was suggested that two-thirds of a book 
was to be a basic allocation by the Government, but provision was to be 
made for this to be increased by one-sixth of a book per child provided 
the Local Authority involved also raised one-sixth of a book per child. As 
the Director, School Library Service, pointed out, no allowance has been 
made for the extra staff and accomodation necessary to administer the 
considerably extended service envisaged. 

If, however, Local Authorities could be persuaded to use existing 
facilities and staff, and to give high priority to children’s service, this 
difficulty would not be insurmountable. The Otago Branch plan does not 
suggest any means by which funds could be expended while providing 
representation for Local Authorities in planning expenditure and policy. 
This might be provided by provincial library rating authorities similar 
to the metropolitan rating authority formed to support the Museum in 
Auckland. It is understood that in Otago local authorities are being asked 
to contribute to the support of the Otago Museum. 

The obvious need for a framework within which local bodies can co- 
operate prompts this Committee to ask the Minister of Education to set 
up a Committee representing local authorities, libraries and teachers, to 
consider the pattern most appropriate for School and Children’s Service. 
The problem involved in establishing wider units of library service are 
in fact the same for children’s service as they are for adult service. It 
would be fortunate if it should subsequently be found that the same frame- 
work would cover adult services also. 
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Amount spent on Amountspent No. of Free or Service Service 
children’s service onschoolserv. Reg. Sub. outside to post- 
Bor- service rating primary 
LIBRARY Books Period- Bind- Books Bind- rowers area pupils be- 
icals ing ing yond area 
Suckland ° £600 £80 9038 Free 10/- p.a. 10/- p.a. 
Bienheim £90 £1 £3—s nll nil **516 Free 2/6 p.a. 2/6 p.a. 
Canterbury £1800 £20 £50 £200 nil 5902 Free Free Free 
Dannevirke £30 £10.15 £2_~—s nil nil 1003 Free Free Free 
Dunedin £1250 £80 £300 £1000 £150 6286 Free West Har- Free 
bour by 
contract 
Frankton £120 £3 £5 nil nil 407 2/6p.a. 2/6p.a. 2/6 p.a. 
Gisborne £130 £8-10 nil nil nil 2000 2/6p.a. 2/6p.a. 2/6 p.a. 
Hamilton £250 £8 £15__sinill nil 1000 4/-p.a. 4/- p.a. 4/- p.a. 
Hawera £50 _—s nil nil nil nil 889 Free 2/- p.a. Free 
Helensville £25_—snil nil nil nil 110 Free nil Free 
Howick £12_~—s nil nil nil nil 359 +=@Free Free Free 
Invercargill £395 £15 —- nil nil 3278 Free Free Free 
avail. 
Kaikohe £20 nil nil nil nil 124 no returns 
Kaitaia £50 _—snill nil nil nil 291 1/- a a separately 
d., 2d., 3d. 
Kaponga £10 ~~ nil nil nil nil 45 2/6p.a. 2/6p.a. 10/- p.a. 
Leys Institute £200 nil £30 nil nil 1146 =“ Free no 
Levin £100 nil nil nil nil 649 ~=sés Freee 2/6 p.a. Free 
Lower Hutt £1500 £20 £250 _~—s nil nil 4905 Free 2/6 p.a. Free 
Lyttelton £50 _—s nil £5__inil nil no Free Freetosch. No high 
record children school 
Marton £40 _~—sonnill 10/- nil nil 282 ~=Free 3d. per book nil 
Masterton £89-10 £3 £12~—s nil nil 760 2/6p.a. 2/6p.a. 3/6 p.a. 
Napier £300 £8 £40 _~sonil nil 1249 2/6p.a. 5/-p.a. 2/6 p.a. 
Nelson £120 £15 £40_~—s nil nil 1873 Free Free to city Free 
scholars 
Oamaru £200 £5 £20 nil nil 1441 Free No return Free 
Onehunga £200 £4 £15 £S5__ nil 877 Free 10/- p.a. 10/- p.a. 
Opunake £11 = nil £1 snl nil 45 Free 10/- p.a. 10/- p.a. 
Papatoetoe £70 nil £3—s nil nil 85  2/6p.a. membership fee 
Rotorua £75 nil nil nil nil 966 ~=@Free ir - 3d. Free 
Taihape £55 nil nil nil nil 400 Free Free Free 
Tauranga £250 £2 £30 _~—s nil nil 633 Free Freetosch. Free 
children 
To Karaka £1 nil nil nil nil 25 S/-per 5/-per As for 
house- house- rating 
hold hold area 
Te Puke £50 nil nil nil nil 317 +=‘ Free Free Free 
Timaru £300 £10 nil £175 £200 3927 Free Schools— £1 p.a. 
2/6 per pupil 
p.a. 
Warkworth £20 nil £2—siniil nil no 2/6p.a. 2/6 p.a. 2/6 p.a. 
returns 
Wellington £2000 £51 £665 £450 £130 il. 327 Free a reg. 2 Free 
Whangarei £240 «£5 nil nil nil 1484 Free YM p. = 2/- p.a. 
*No separate allocation. **No record kept before 1951. 


REVIEW 


Union List of Serials in New Zealand Libraries. Prepared for publication 
in the National Library Centre under the direction of A. G. Bagnall, Li- 
brarian. Wellington, National Library Service, 1953. 

UnTiL about the year 1840 no large library had adequate means for 
ascertaining its own resources of information on a particular subject, let 
alone being in a position to borrow from another library. By that date, 
however, the two main types of library catalogue had become recognized. 
While library techniques were developing scientific men had begun to 
consider how to deal with the growing mass of papers published in jour- 
nals and transactions of societies, and some important attempts to control 
the material were begun. Now, however, union lists of periodicals and 
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indexing and abstracting services have become indispensable tools for 
research and libraries. Not that all is perfect; complete documentation is 
far from being realized, but there is less chance of an important paper 
lying in obscurity for years as happened to Mendel’s classic paper on the 
principles of heredity. 

The indexing of periodicals and union lists of serials are complementary 
aids to knowledge. The one locates information in a periodical and the 
other shows where that periodical is held. The need for a union list of 
serials held in New Zealand libraries was envisaged many years ago and 
the first publication to appear was the Royal Society’s Reference List of 
Science Periodicals . . . in 1927, edited by Dr G. E. Archey. Twelve years 
later work began on the compilation of a comprehensive union list of all 
serials and in 1942 the Check List appeared, edited by Mr J. Harris. A 
supplement to this came out in 1945. Meanwhile, it was believed that the 
time had come to provide an index to New Zealand periodicals and in 
1942 the first Index to New Zealand Periodicals appeared. 

With the Index safely launched attention shifted back to the Union 
List. Upon Mr Harris’s departure to Nigeria ‘the National Library Centre 
assumed responsibility for the maintenance of the Union List’, and this 
year has seen publication not only of the full Union List of Serials in 
New Zealand Libraries but also of the first Supplement. Much credit is 
due to the editor, Mr A. G. Bagnall, and to his assistants for their work, 
particularly in view of the limitation of their resources, because a publica- 
tion such as this demands considerable patience, research, and meticulous 
attention to detail, all too frequently accompanied by tedium. The editor's 
modest introduction gives no evidence of the exacting nature of the 
labour involved. 

Editorial work was begun on the lists which Mr Harris handed over 
and the first step forward was taken when the major libraries were asked 
‘to undertake the task of checking their own holdings against an interim 
typed copy of the Union List’. This helped to clear the ground and to 
indicate to libraries the nature of the scope and detail of the Union List. 
Those libraries that cooperated by returning accurate records of their 
holdings made an important contribution to the accuracy and success of 
the Union List because their returns formed the bulk of the published 
volume. Nevertheless, in the interests of accuracy, extensive rechecking 
of titles was undertaken. 

One can only imagine the work involved in encouraging libraries 
(many of which had no adequate lists of holdings) to send in full records 
of their serial holdings, and the labour of satisfactorily establishing forms 
of entries for thousands of serials. Book cataloguing is much easier than 
work with serials. In the former the cataloguer has the book in front of 
him. In dealing with serials the editors were working largely in the dark, 
working from one slip of paper to another. In this matter of the establish- 
ment of forms of entries the editor pays a grateful acknowledgement for 
the help he found in Gregory’s great Union List, which, with companion 
works, forms ‘the basis for the entries for many overseas publications’. 

One hundred and forty libraries are represented in the Union List. It 
will be seen that many of the holdings listed are of small Government 
departments and of private societies which are not members of the New 
Zealand Library Association. It may be questioned on the grounds of 
availability for interloan, whether these should be included, but good sense 
has been shown in widening the scope of the Union List because it is 
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important to know what our national holdings are like and where impor- 
tant items are located. 

One cannot help observing that University libraries and D.S.1.R. are 
well represented while some other of our national collections are not 
adequately recorded. This leads to the obvious point that the strength and 
success of the Union List inevitably reflects the extent of the cooperation 
which the editor received when collecting information about holdings. It 
is to be hoped that any important outstanding items will be recorded in 
future supplements, not merely for the sake of any library concerned, but 
for the better appreciation of the national position with regard to serials. 

It also appears that many libraries are still unaware of the connotation 
of the word ‘Serial’ and still think that it refers to what the average 
person calls a ‘magazine’. The A.L.A. Glossary of Library Terms states: 
‘Serials include periodicals, annuals (reports, yearbooks, etc.) and mem- 
oirs, proceedings and transactions of societies’. This is the manner in which 
the term has been regarded for the purpose of the Union List and this 
usage should make clear for library practice in New Zealand what a 
‘serial’ means. The Union List does not give a complete coverage of 
‘annuals’ but only a selection, e.g. The Statesman’s Yearbook is listed 
but not Whitaker’s Almanack. While one may disagree with the selection 
one can appreciate the desire of the editor to keep down the size of the 
volume. Nevertheless, the full record of holdings is kept on the card file 
of the Union List. 

Those who use the Union List may wonder why a final closing date for 
entries in the Union List was not adopted. It is simpler to draw a line at 
a date and record nothing beyond that date, In the Introduction it is 
implied that 1950 was considered as a final date for most entries but this 
was not followed in the final work. The result has been to give us a more 
up-to-date list but probably at the expense of a disproportionate amount 
of checking of current items and with less assurance of accuracy. 

The Union List contains a number of spelling errors, particularly 
among foreign language serials. There are also a number of instances of 
inaccurate cross-referencing. From Child Training Association one is 
referred to Child Activities for Home and School and one draws a blank. 
Similarly from Chile. Director general of fish and game one is referred to 
Oceano without success. But these and other errors of a like kind are not 
to be wondered at in a publication of this nature, and a few have been 
corrected in the first supplement. Even Gregory’s Union List is not without 
its blemishes. Further, I think a note on the order of listing would have 
been helpful, particularly for those who are not familiar with filing 
procedure. 

In the Introduction we are told that ‘The purpose of the list is primarily 
to indicate the holding libraries of wanted titles and to facilitate direct 
borrowing between libraries’. But the list does much more. It throws a 
great deal of light on our national resources, on gaps, weaknesses and 
omissions. An examination of the list should encourage more cooperation 
between libraries in getting a better coverage of serials, in conserving sets 
and in filling gaps in existing holdings. It should also encourage libraries 
to put their own holdings in order because probably there is more biblio- 
graphical information tucked away in the Union List than anywhere else 
in this country. Whether we will it or not it looks as though the Union List 
is going to set a standard for bibliographical work connected with serials 
in libraries in New Zealand. C. W. TOLLEY 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Sir,—May I send a message through you to old students of the Library 
School to say how greatly I have appreciated their good wishes and kind 
words of farewell, and the fruit and flowers which met me on the ship in 
Sydney when I thought all farewells were over. 

When I came to New Zealand nearly six years ago I was impressed by 
the vitality and imagination so noticeable in the approach to library 
problems there. The school itself and its shape and content was a product 
of this imaginative leadership. Early graduates of the school have now had 
some years of experience and are beginning to make their contribution, 
individually and collectively. I have watched with great interest and shall 
= through New Zealand Libraries and more personal channels to 

O so. 

With your generous gift presented to me by Brian O’Neill at the meeting 
of the Wellington Branch of the Association, I shall when I am established 
in England get something of beauty which will keep in mind my time in 
New Zealand and my many pleasant associations with you. 

I cannot write to you individually but I would like you to consider this 
a personal greeting and word of thanks. 

Yours sincerely, 
July 12th, 1953 NorA BATESON 


BRANCH NOTES 


AUCKLAND 


Tue Auckland Branch, as reported in the May issue of New Zealand 
Libraries, planned a display of library service in Takapuna, a North Shore 
suburb of Auckland, as a follow up to the Message to Local Authorities 
circulated last year. The display took place from 22nd-26th June, and 
covered a wide range of subjects in non-fiction, and also a selection of 
modern standard adult and juvenile fiction. The stock used was entirely 
that of the National Library Service, supplied by Hamilton office of the 
Country Library Service, and the Auckland Schools’ Service depot. A 
small folder was available to the public; this consisted mainly of a selec- 
tion of the titles displayed, under such headings as Arts, Hobbies, Handi- 
crafts, Yachting, Gardening, Radio. Copies of the Message were also 
available, but only a small number of each were taken away. Unfortu- 
nately, it was not possible for members of the Branch to staff the display. 

Posters advertising the display were put up at various points on the 
North Shore, and free advertising was granted on the screen of one North 
Shore cinema by the manager. The Auckland Star gave some prominence 
to the display, and the North Shore Times carried an article on the meaning 
and value of free library service written by the Branch chairman, and in 
other ways gave the display considerable publicity. 

The Branch has since been approached by the Town Clerk of the 
Devonport Borough Council (Takapuna’s next-door neighbour) with the 
request that it arrange for a similar demonstration in Devonport. This 
borough at present has a subscription library, but there is now a new 
library planned in the Community Centre that will be Devonport’s War 
Memorial. Final arrangements about this display have yet to be made, 
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but it is to be suggested that the Council itself (with the help of the Branch) 
should sponsor such a display in the existing subscription library, and 
with the assistance of the present volunteer helpers. Basically the same 
material would be used as at Takapuna. 


PALMERSTON NORTH 
THE Palmerston North Branch was planning to hold a weekend Regional 
Conference from August 8th-10th. It is hoped to have a report in a later 
issue of New Zealand Libraries. 


CANTERBURY 
At a Branch meeting held in July, Miss Bowsher, the new Children’s 
Librarian at the Canterbury Public Library, spoke on work with children. 
Her talk was the more interesting as she had recently visited America and 
was already familiar with what was being done in England. 

She found a well-organized children’s service in Rochester. Book selec- 
tion was done by a fortnightly meeting of children’s librarians from the 
central and branch libraries, and reviews were written on cards and filed. 
A similar file was kept of old books removed from the shelves and con- 
sidered no longer worth replacing. The central library did the processing 
for the branches, and its Art Department made posters for the displays 
which were always on show in the central and branch libraries. On public 
holidays and festivals, special collections were displayed, and books lent 
in great numbers and for longer periods. The Portland Public Library 
had deposits of books in stores, and operated a bookmobile for both 
adults and children, while the New York Public Library regularly visited 
parks and playgrounds in summer. Children’s librarizns in America 
exercised a great influence on book production, and were in touch with 
the writers of childrens’ books, who gave talks to their readers. The work 
that the National Book League did in this respect had been done 25 
years earlier in America. 

Miss Bowsher concluded by saying that the service in America had 
developed in answer to a need which was really only beginning to be felt 
in England and in New Zealand. Statistics were misleading in assessing 
the effectiveness of the work, and measurement in terms of future adult 
readers was beside the point. Children’s books were of value in them- 
selves, and even if the child did not develop into a serious adult reader 
he had been benefited by his stay in a world that is the right of all children. 


OTAGO 

THE Otago Branch held a meeting shortly after Conference to farewell 
Mr Dunningham shortly before his departure for Indonesia. At this 
meeting, members who had been at Conference gave reports; the general 
impression was that ‘too many people had arrived unprepared for serious 
work.’ At a meeting held in May, Miss Beatrice McClean, now on the 
staff of the Invercargill Public Library, and formerly of the Derbyshire 
County Library, England, spoke about the work of that service. 

The Derbyshire County Library service is regionalised, and consists of 
ten regions, each having its own regional branch library. The County 
library headquarters and the Derby Region Branch are housed in the 
same building in Derby City. In the Headquarters are the administrative 
Departments—book accessioning, cataloguing and classification, etc., 
and the non-fiction book store; a fiction pool of classic novels and of 
fiction not in continuous demand is housed in the Belper Region. The 
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department responsible for the monthly book-list, and for select book- 
lists on special subjects is also situated at headquarters. 

The Regions consist of a regional branch library, usually one or more 
full-time and/or part-time branches, a mobile library, and possible some 
centres. The branches are staffed from the regional branch, whereas the 
centres are staffed voluntarily, and the book-stock of the latter is changed 
at regular intervals. Juvenile centres are housed in the schools. 

In most regions, practically all the adult centres have been superseded 
by a mobile library service. Each bookmobile has a series of daily routes 
which are repeated at fortnightly intervals. Calls are made in villages and 
hamlets (where the centres were previously situated) and at isolated houses. 
The stops vary from a few minutes at a single house to an hour at the 
larger villages. The mobile library carries 2,000 books, and about 40% 
non-fiction, and as an instance, in the Bakewell Region, about 5,000 
books would be on issue at one time. Before the library sets out from 
the regional branch, the books are put in order, and stock added where 
required. The day’s issue tray is collected, and the requests, and the 
supply of stationary checked. At each stop, the returned books are marked 
off on the issue card, requested books are handed out, borrowers are 
assisted to choose books, and finally the books issued are marked on the 
card and the card initialled by the borrower. Books are issued not to 
individual readers but to families. The book tickets for all books taken 
by one family are clipped behind an issue card. A very personal service 
can be given on a mobile library since the librarian quickly gets to know 
the borrowers and their requirements. Many requests are taken and any 
books that cannot be supplied from the Regional or Headquarters stock 
are requested from the National Central Library and Regional Library 


Service. 
NEWS AND NOTES 


OAMARU MUNICIPAL LIBRARY 


On the Sth May, Oamaru’s Public Library was officially established by 
His Worship the Mayor of Oamaru in its downstairs room, and those 
who had gone from Dunedin, Christchurch or Wellington saw there the 
realization of the hopes and plans of some nine years. Speakers that 
afternoon in this modern library, realistically functional though still in 
the original Athenaeum building, paid particular tribute to the pioneers 
in their founding that Athenaeum, and to the later Committee which 
handed the library over to the Borough Council and then helped it to 
its new estate. 

Life and colour are the immediate impressions gained in entering the 
building, and further acquaintance does not dispel them. The use of 
colour in interior decoration in public buildings in New Zealand is as 
yet restrained, and to Miss Cowey and her Borough Council in Oamaru 
therefore, go our thanks for joyously using a scheme worked out by Mr 
W. Mason of Wellington with the acting-convener of the NZLA Library 
Buildings Committee, and the Director of the National Library Service. 
Nine different colours have been used, mostly blue and grey tonings, 
brightened by the use of rust and yellow. The stronger colours of rust 
and mauve are used for the children’s room with the more subdued blues 
and greys for the adult library. The shelving throughout is a pale greenish 
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grey. It is hoped that there will be in a later issue of New Zealand Libraries 
a descriptive plan with details of the colour scheme of the new arrange- 
ments for which extensive alterations were needed to transform two 
dark rooms and a depressing corridor into a modern library. 


INDEXES TO NEW ZEALAND BOOKS 
INDEXES to the following New Zealand books have been compiled by the 
Auckland Branch, NZLA, and duplicated by the Turnbull Library. Copies 
may be obtained free of charge from the Librarian, Auckland University 
College, P.O. Box 2553, Auckland, to whom application should be made. 


Andersen, Johannes Old Christchurch, 1949. 


Baucke, William Where the white man treads, 1905. 

Bidwill, John C. Rambles in N.Z. (1841 and 1952 editions). 

Earle, Augustus Narrative of a nine months’ residence, 1832. 

Colenso, William An excursion in the Northern Island, 1844. 

Gorst, J. E. The Maori king, 1864. 

Kennedy, A. New Zealand, 1873. 

Kerry Nicholls, J. H. The King Country, 1884. 

Maning, F. E. Old New Zealand (old and new editions). 

Mantz, R. E. Life of Katherine Mansfield, 1933. 

Swainson, W. New Zealand and its colonization, 1859. 
APPOINTMENT 


Mr D. H. Borchardt, formerly of the staff of the Library of the University 
of Otago, has been appointed Librarian of the University of Tasmania, 
where he has been Assistant Librarian since 1950. Mr Borchardt was a 
member of the Library School class of 1947. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


Tue University of Tasmania invites applications for the following posi- 
tions: Deputy Librarian and Senior Library Assistants (two). The salaries 
offered are, for the position of Deputy Librarian £1008-£1208 in the case 
of a man, and £956-£1156 in the case of a woman; and for the position of 
Senior Assistants £843-£983 in the case of a man, and £791-£951 in the 
case of a woman. Qualifications: a University degree, and professional 
qualifications; in the case of the Deputy Librarian, experience in reference 
work is also required. Travelling expenses paid. Further details available 
from the Registrar, University of Tasmania, Box 647C, G.P.O., Hobart, 
with whom applications close on 30th September for the position of 
Deputy Librarian, and on 12th September for the other positions. 

The Hamilton Public Library requires a Senior Assistant. Experience 
in cataloguing and classification (Dewey scheme) are necessary. Salary 
in accordance with qualifications. Applications close with the Town 
Clerk on September 7th. 

Vacancies exist for assistants in Waiouru Camp Library and AEWS 
Depot, Buckle Street, Wellington. Salary according to experience and 
qualifications. For particulars, apply DADAEWS, HQ CMD, Buckle 
Street, Wellington (telephone 56-426, ext. 41). 


FOR SALE 


THE Waihi Public Library wishes to dispose of a set of the 14th edition 
of the Encyclopaedia Britannica. The date of imprint is 1938, and it is a 
full set plus Book of the year. Covers a bit faded, otherwise perfectly 
sound. Any reasonable offer accepted. Inquiries to Town Clerk, Waihi. 
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RAILWAY CHARGES 


THE Railway Department advises as follows: ‘In accordance with the 
authorized increase in certain railway charges, the existing charge on 
library exchange books railed between subscribers and circulating libraries 
(quarter parcels rates subject to a minimum charge of 9d.) will, from, 
21st June 1953, be advanced to half parcels rate (minimum charge 10d.). 


FICTION LIST 


MONTHLY SUPPLEMENT TO NZLA LIST 


AUTHOR GRADINGS 


A Standard 

[A] Promising 

AB Popular—~fair standard 
B Popular 


POPULARITY 
is indicated by asterisks (maximum three) 
after the title gradings 


1. STANDARD TITLES 


Balchin, Nigel Marlin, 1908-. A. Sundry 
creditors. Collins, 1953. 10s. 6d. Novel 
of factory life. ‘In the end it is as first- 
rate documentary rather than as a novel 
that it impresses . . . Mr Balchin is a 
master of naturalistic dialogue, and he 
relies on it rather too much.’—Walter 
Allen, NSN 16-5-53. Ab**. 

Caldwell, Erskine, 1903-. A. Southways. 
Falcon Press, 1953. 8s. 6d. ‘Since his 
early triumphs over the squalor of the 
American South, Mr Caldwell . . . has 
steadily deteriorated in intensity and 
feeling . . . A few of the score or so of 
stories in ‘Southways’ have a certain 
mechanical skill, but for the most part 
they are contrived | and half-hearted.’ 
—TLS 3-4-53. AB 

Newby, Percy Howard, 1918. A. The retreat. 
Cape, 1953. 12s. 6d. ‘In some ways a 
sequel to “A step to silence”, and to 
readers who have not read that novel, 
this may well appear more obscure than 
its really is . . . “The Retreat” is one of 
the best things Mr Newby has done, 
and for me he remains much the most 
interesting of the post-war 7 ol 
—Walter Allen, NSN 14-3-53. 

Slater, Humphrey, 1906-. A. Calypso. _m 
hams, 1953. 12s. 6d. ‘ “Calypso” is an 
entertainment; there is, if you like, 
very little to it. Why is it so enjoyable? 
For one thing one is conscious of a 
considerable intelligence behind the 
arras. For another the style, while 
completely free from cheap effect, is 
strikingly crisp and pungent. For a 
third. Mr Slater excels both in character 
and atmosphere.’"—J. D. Scott, NSN 
20-6-53. AB*. 


TITLE GRADINGS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
A Highest level: en 4 free 
Ab Second level: mainly free 
AB Third level: equally free and rental 
aB Fourth level: mainly rental 


ab Fifth level: no particular recom- 
mendation 

B Stock commercial level: wholly 
rental 

Oo May cause offence 


BY ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 


Tilsley, Frank, 1904-. A. Heaven and 
Herbert Common. Eyre, 1953. 14s. 
‘There is a great deal of fine, vivid 
writing and some dramatic scenes . 
can be read as a kind of “Cavalcade” 
brought up to date by a writer with a 
social conscience.’—TLS 29-5-53. AB**. 

Vidal, Gore, 1925-. A. The judgment of 
Paris. Heinemann, 1953. 15s. Novel of 
a rich young oe on the ‘grand 
tour’ in Euro ‘An irritating and 
affected book . Pe (but) it does possess 
quite a lot of verve, is readable, and in 
patches ——e "—J. D. Scott, 

A 


Warner, Rex, 1905-. A. Escapade. Bodley 
Head, 1953. 10s. Described as an 
‘entertainment’, a comic tale set in an 
English village. ‘It will hardly rank as 
one of his major works; but it will 
paw 9 by its gaiety and good temper, 

its occasional little touches of the 
unexpected. *—-Honor Tracy, NSN 23-5- 


53. 

Waugh, Evelyn Arthur St. John, 1903-. 
Love among the ruins. Chapman Bn: 
Hall, 1953. 6s. ‘This new ration of 5! 
pages is really too meagre. The story 
is of a pyromaniac and a bearded lady 
and their strange abortive romance . 
MrWaugh’s irreverent genius spends itse!! 
in the service of authority, tradition and 
privilege. ’—Honor Tracy, NSN 13-6-53. 

* 


Williamson, Henry, 1897-. A. Tales o 
moorland and estuary. Macdonald, 
1953. 12s. 6d. Tales of the country and 
countrymen of North Devon by an 
established master of prose. Ab*. 


2. SELECTED TITLES BY NEW AUTHORS AND IMPROVED TITLES BY 
OTHER AUTHORS 


——~ Gwen, 1903-. B. Jubilee trail. Eyre, 
1953. 14s. ‘An absorbing account of the 
hazards of the Santa Fe trail, by which 
American traders in the ‘forties travelled 


overland from the Missouri river to the 
remote Mexican province of Cali- 
fornia. —TLS 10-4-53. AB**. 
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Bellinghem, Ann. Penelope. Macmillan, 
1953. 12s. 6d. ‘If too slight a piece of 
work to have any claims to real origin- 
ality, it is at any rate an entertaining 
oddity. It is a novel seen almost en- 
tirely through the eyes of a five-year-old 
child . a lively and homely satire 
ideal what might be called official 

ism in education.—TLS 19-6-53. 


Cc itor, Francis. Honour the shrine. Cape, 
. 12s. 6d. ‘Tells of a raid into enemy 

jn Ln and describes admirably the 
anticipatory suspense, the swift night- 
mare of the action itself, and the fright 
and worry of the long wait before 
escape afterwards . . . extremely promis- 
ing, above all for the sincerity and 
— of the telling.".—TLS 3-7-53. 


Duggan, Alfred Leo, 1903-. The lady for 
ransom. Faber, 1953. 15s. Historical 
novel set in time of the crusades. ‘Both 
enjoyable and informative . .. Mr 
Duggan has a subdued, caustic sense of 
humour that is very agreeable; he gives 
his characters full consideration as 
human beings, and he writes an excellent 
sober English.—Honor Tracy, NSN 
23-5-53. Ab**. 

Fleming, Ian. Casino Royale. Cape, 1953. 
10s. 6d. ‘A Secret Service thriller, 
lively, most ingenious in detail, on the 
surface as tough as they are made and 
charmingly well-bred beneath, nicely 
written and—except for a too ingeni- 
ously sadistic bout of brutality—very 
anaes reading.’—R. D. Charques. 
a 


Frost, Ernest, 1919-. A short lease. Lehmann, 
1953. 1 6d. ‘a lively, diffuse, over- 
stylized piece about a young painter 
growing up in a provincial town... . 
it lacks the unforced quality, the driving 
aan. —<. D. Scott, NSN 30-5-53. 


Hastings, Michael. The coast of no return. 
Methuen, 1953. 10s. 6d. ‘A trading 
drama in the Conrad tradition, it is a 
great improvement on the author’s 
first novel. The dialogue is brisk and 
the writing, if sometimes over-melo- 
dramatic, brings out the full flavour of 
the mangrove coasts of the Dutch 
East Indies, the tramp ships and smugg- 
lers, crooks, spies and derelicts who 
sail along them.’—TLS 22-5-53. AB**. 

es Fred. Patrol. Longmans, 1953. 

6d. ‘A brilliant novel which has 
—% as its subject but is presented in 
terms of an idyll by Theocritus.’— 
Simon Raven, Listener 21-5-53. Ab*. 

Masters, John, 1914-. The lotus and the 
wind. Joseph, 1953. 12s. 6d. Masters’ 
third novel is again set in 19th-century 
India, at the time of the Afghan cam- 
paigns. ‘An unusual and particularly 
thrilling adventure story . . . one of 
Mr Masters’ post, assets apart from 
the vigour and vividness of his prose, 
is his impartial sympathy: he seems 


completely at home with men of all 
the races and religions his hero en- 
counters.’—Walter Allen, NSN 6-6-53. 
Ab**. 

Meyerstein, Edward Harry William, 1889- 
1952. Phoebe Thirsk. Gollancz, 1953. 
12s. 6d. Posthumous novel. ‘At once 
goat and commonsensical, it is 

without insipidity, and being 
full of flavour of personality, it is, 
in its insidious and modest way, a 
memorable book.’—J. D. Scott, NSN 
18-4-53. Ab*. 

Mittelholzer, Edgar, 1909-. The life and 
death of Sylvia. Secker and Warburg, 
1953. 15s. ‘a picture of Georgetown 
in British Guiana and its gradations of 
colour and caste. Despite its vividness 

. it is impossible to feel that this 
story of this sad little life has what the 
publishers claim for it—‘‘the signific- 
ance 4 a: "*—-J, D. Scott, NSN 
30-5-53. AB*. 

Nikolayeva, Galina. Harvest. Moscow, 
Foreign Languages Publishing House, 
1952. 12s. 6d. Novel by an established 
Russian author which won the Stalin 
prize in 1950. Ab*. 

Russell, Bertrand Arthur William Russell, 
3rd earl, 1872-. Satan in the suburbs, 
and a“ stories. Bodley Head, 1953. 

‘Some will find the naturalistic 
- A. and background even more 
extraordinary than the admitted fantasy. 
It is easier to believe in . . . inter- 
planetary war, for example, than such 
incidental matter as a man of 35 who 
always refers to all alcoholic drink as 
“fermented liquor” or a Low Church 
vicar deeply shocked because his daugh- 
ter exchanges a few words with a 
cyclist. This appears to be the con- 
temporary world, and the author 
certainly possesses some very odd ideas 
about it..—TLS 27-2-53. Ab**. 

Singleton, Frank. A change of sky. Chatto, 
1953. 11s. 6d. ‘Mr Singleton’s story of 
the famous woman pianist who returns 
to the Lancashire mill-town of her birth 
after an absence of twenty-five years, 
I found particularly attractive. In scene 
and characters . reminiscent of 
Arnold Bennett at his second best.’— 
Walter Allen, NSN 6-6-53. AB**. 

Towry, Peter. It’s warm inside. Chatto, 
1953. lls. 6d. ‘a first novel and a 
promising one. But the story flounders 
uncertainly between farce, comedy and 
drama. Mr Towry will do much better 
one day; meanwhile anyone on the 
look out for new writers would do well 
to study his first work.’—TLS 13-3-53. 
AB 


Van der Post, Laurens, 1907?-. The face 
beside the fire. Hog arth press, 1953. 
12s. 6d. ‘Colonel Van der Post’s second 
novel in twenty years opens promis- 
ingly, raises the highest hopes—and 
sinks slowly into a morass of senti- 
mentality and psychoanalytical mysti- 
cism’—TLS 24-4-53. aB**. 


3. COLLECTED AUTHORS 


Guerney, Bernard Gilbert, 1894-. ed. New 
Russian stories, selected and translated 
by Bernard Gilbert Guerney. Owen, 
1953. 15s. Bernard Guerney is the 
editor of several well-known collec- 

tions of Russian prose writings. In 


this volume he has included stories by 
most of the major Russian writers of 
the past 30 years. Despite the ‘new’ in 
the title, most have appeared before 
in other translations. A*. 














‘LOMAK’ 
CATALOGUE CABINETS 


are constructed in 


SELECTED TIMBERS 
with 
AUTOMATIC DRAWER STOPS 
CARD LOCKING RODS 
BRASS FITTINGS THROUGHOUT 


* 
For further particulars write 


LOMAK FURNITURE CO. LTD 
Phone 35-107 Christchurch Box 102! 











for all your sheet music and 
Gramophone Recordings 


For the finest range of both 
classical and popular sheet music 
and gramophone records - some- 
thing for every taste - come to 
Begg’s, New Zealand’s leading 
music house for more than 90 
years. 





[THE MUSICAL & ELECTRICAL CENTRE ] 





CHARLES BEGG & CO. LTD: Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, Dunedin 
Hamilton, Palmerston North, Nelson, Timaru, Oamaru and Invercargill 


10 MODERN BRANCHES THROUGHOUT NEW ZEALAND 





Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 
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THROUGHOUT NEW ZEALAND 


wherever discriminating people discuss 

good printing, the standard by which 

others are judged is that set and main- 
tained by The Caxton Press 
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We welcome enquiries from readers of this magazine 
Mail yours to us at P.O. Box 363 Christchurch = 
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PLASTIC BOOK COVERS 
for all libraries 


PUBLIC COMMERCIAL PRIVATE 


Plastic book covers now in use in many libraries in 
New Zealand have been designed to, pons “nse proved 
that they, 

(1) Preserve the character of each book. 

(2) Maintain each book in a New Condition. 

(3) Ensure greater Public Hygiene. 


(4) Safeguard bindings and prolong the Life of 
each book. 


New Zealand Distributors 


New Zealand Book Service Ltd 


P.O. BOX 33 PARAPARAUMU WELLINGTON 











Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 





AOS 


The CONTOURA Portable Photo-copier 


Photographic facsimilies 

from bound volumes or 

flat sheets. Ideally suited 

for the library, office, or 

laboratory. 

Economical: less than 6d 

per page. 

Quick: for each exposure 

—a few seconds. For pro- 

cessing—a few minutes. 

Accurate: Contoura’s pat- 

ented soft plastic air cush- 

ion gives 100% contact— 

even over the curved sur- 

face of deep-spined books: = aeCyAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER TO 
Portable: as easy to carry NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES 

as an attache case. Weight : ’ ‘ 

of Research Model only The Contoura Research Model copies an area 
Tlbs with case. of 134ins by 84ins. Complete with case for only 


Write now for leaflet to: £27-10-0 
PHOTO RECORDS (N.Z.) LTD P.O. BOX 540 AUCKLAND 
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COUNTRY LIBRARIANS 


For those books you rarely see in the country 
bookshop but would like to add to your shelves, 
Modern Books is the answer. 


A 


AX 


We specialise in books for the cultured reader 
(while catering as well for the popular taste). 
Classics, foreign translations, music, art, literary 
criticism, drama - these are some of the spheres in 
which Modern Books’ range is hard to equal. 


EY ALO 


BY AS 


Why not see for yourself on your next trip to the 
capital ? 


MODERN BOOKS 


48A MANNERS STREET, WELLINGTON 
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Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 
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LIMITED 
BOOKBINDERS 
BOOKSELLERS 
PORTWAY 

ENGLAND 
Chivers’ Bookbinding in every 
operation and with each item 
of material, is arranged to give 
the utmost service and we 
should be pleased to receive 

your enquiries 


CEDRIC 
CHIVERS 
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BOOKS 


FOR YOUR LIBRARY 


LIBRARIANS! OUR JOB IS TO 
SUPPLY THE BOOKS YOU 
WANT. WE HAVE THE FACIL- 
ITIES TO DO THAT JOB 
PROMPTLY AND EFFICIENTLY 


We carry the largest and most comprebensive 
book stocks in New Zealand 


Our own London Buying Branch, keeps us in 
close touch with all publishing houses 


We can procure all Australian publications 
through our Branches in Sydney, Melbourne 
and Perth 


We are the New Zealand headquarters and 
distributors for publishers such as Sampson Low 
and Odbam’s Press 


Our staff of expert booksellers are fully equipped 
to give you efficient service and the belp of 
their wide experience 


Place your Library Orders with 


Viiembeh Sons Le 


CHRISTCHURCH AUCKLAND HAMILTON WELLINGTON 
TIMARU DUNEDIN INVERCARGILL LOWER HUTT 


PRINTED AT THE CAXTON PRESS 





